Bill Boanerges, the President of the Board of Trade, is superior
to Sagamore's handling of Epifania. The scene could have been
written only by an individual like Shaw, whose handling of Wells
at the Fabian Party meetings was a dish for the Gods, The handling
by King Magnus is so effective, that Bill Boanerges is not only
disarmed, but begins to take the former into his confidence. Throw-
ing caution to the winds, he boasts:

Boanerges.

No king on earth Is as safe in his job a$

a   Trade   Union   official............/   talk

democracy to these men and women. I
tell them that they have the vote, and that
theirs is the kingdom and the power and
the, glory. 1 say to them ** You ar'
supreme: exercise your power" They
say ** That is right: tell us what to do ";
and / tell them.1

The king's prescription for Boanerges's aggressive self-assertion
is the age old mixture of flattery and suavity. It is not only the
king that is good at this game. Princess Alice lays flattery on
Boanerges with a trowel and says that hs is a born member of the
ruling class. The King's secretaries do it; Pliny the minister
queries the King's Secretary, whether the Queen and taken a hand
in managing Boanerges.

In the ultimatum scenes* Magnus shows himself a raxrcfutuurist.
He declares:

Magnus.
/ stand for the future and the past, for the
posterity that has no vote and th& tradition
that never had any*   I stand for the great
abstractions: for conscience and virtue;
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